
Replace with a 2-lane  
Fixed Bridge
A fixed structure with a higher vertical clear-
ance to provide clearance for boat navigation 
and will require long approaches to meet 
safety and geometric standards.

Problem and Opportunity
The existing bridge provides year-round, single-lane road 
access between the community of Little Current and 
Manitoulin Island and mainland areas of Northern Ontario. 
Currently, road access is not available for 15 minutes of each 
daylight hour during the summer months, to provide boat 
access along the North Channel. Continuous road access is 
provided at night and during the winter months when the 
bridge is closed to boat traffic.

The existing bridge is nearing the end of its service life and 
will require extensive and ongoing maintenance or replace-
ment. Furthermore, there are opportunities to improve 
traffic operations, emergency and evacuation access, boat 
access, and active transport facilities; and to reduce operat-
ing and maintenance costs.

  
Do Nothing*
Maintain the existing single-lane structure and 
provide on-going maintenance and repairs to 
the structure, as required.

Replace with a  
Ferry
A ferry that will carry traffic from Goat Island 
to Little Current; will require docking terminals 
on both sides of the shore, and loading and 
queuing areas for vehicles.

Replace with a 2-lane  

Tunnel
A tunnel that will provide year-round vehicular 
access via a two-lane tunnel.

Replace with a 2-lane      

Movable Bridge
A two-lane structure with pedestrian and 
vehicular facilities that could be a lift bridge, a 
swing bridge, or a bascule bridge.

Alternatives to the Undertaking

 � Provides year-round road accessMaintains a permanent fixed link.

Problem & Opportunity 
Statements

 � The new ferry would reduce the risk of mechanical 
breakdown

 � The operation of the ferry could be affected by 
adverse weather

 � Risk of mechanical breakdown causing major 
disruption to the transportation system

 � Risk of structural failure due to non-redundant 
structure type 

Improves reliability of the crossing.

 � The ferry has limited capacity for vehicles which 
does not improve traffic operations or reduce 
delays

 � Requires extensive and ongoing operating and 
maintenance costs

 � Does not provide a permanent fixed link

 � Requires extensive and ongoing operating and 
maintenance costsReduces ongoing maintenance and operating 

costs.

 � Provides unrestricted boat traffic

 � Provides year-round road access

 � No mechanical issues on new fixed bridge

 � Minimal maintenance costs when compared to 
existing bridge, ferry, and movable bridge

 � Maintains permanent road access

 � Provides two lanes

 � Improves traffic operations and reduces delays

 � Eliminates need for bridge closure for boat access

 � Provides unrestricted boat traffic

 � Provides continuous emergency services access 

Carry forward
Carried forward to the Planning Phase which 
will include the development of alignment and 
bridge structure type alternatives.

 � Provides year-round road access

 � Modern movable bridge reduces risk of 
mechanical breakdown

 � Modern movable bridge reduces maintenance and 
operating costs 

 � Provides two lanes

 � Improves traffic operations and reduces delays 

 � Improves timing of bridge closure for boat access 
(modern turning mechanism is faster)

 � Reduces wait times due to modern mechanics of 
movable bridges

 � Provides improved emergency services access/
reduces wait times due to modern movable bridge 
mechanics 

Carry forward
Carried forward to the Planning Phase which 
will include the development of alignment and 
bridge structure type alternatives.

 � Maintains permanent road access 

 � Provides two lanes 

 � Improves traffic operations and reduces delays

 � Eliminates need for bridge closure for boat access 

 � Provides unrestricted boat traffic

 � Provides continuous emergency services access 

Carry forward
Carried forward to the Planning Phase which 
will include the development of alignment and 
tunnel structure type alternatives.

 � Provides year-round road access

 � Limited mechanical issues or breakdown on new 
tunnel

 � Lower maintenance costs when compared to 
existing bridge

 � Maintains existing traffic operations

 � Maintains single-lane bridge

 � Does not reduce closure times
Improves traffic operations.

 � Maintains intermittent road access for emergency 
services

 � Maintains 15-minute/hour boat access
Improves boat access.

 � Maintains intermittent road access for emergency 
servicesImproves emergency services access.

Do not carry forward*
*The “Do Nothing” alternative will be con-
sidered as part of a separate cultural her-
itage evaluation process. See Heritage & 
Conservation (exhibit #5)

Carried forward?

Do not carry forward
The Ferry alternative will not be carried for-
ward as it does not address all the identified 
problem and opportunity statements noted 
above.
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Assessment
of Alternatives to the Undertaking
Following the development of the Alternatives to the Undertaking and 
feedback received from the public, stakeholders and Indigenous com-
munities during consultation activities undertaken in 2018, an assess-
ment process was completed to evaluate the Alternatives to the 
Undertaking and select preferred alternatives to be carried forward 
for further development into the Preliminary Design Alternatives 
(Alternative Methods).

For this study, the assessment has been designed to evaluate the 
Alternatives to the Undertaking and select only the most reasonable 
alternatives for more detailed study.

The assessment of the Alternatives to the Undertaking is provided in 
the table at right.




